ATHENS RADIO CLUB MINUTES 


August 4, 2020 


The meeting was held on the Zoom platform and called to order at 7:30 PM 


In attendance: 13. 


Acacio, Robert “Billy” KN4ZPB 
Hallman, Gerald KN4AAA 

Herrin, Bob KE4JLL- Public Service 
Hickey, Jesse N4JAH- President 
McCook, Kathleen KN4IJM -Secretary 
Patterson, Lewis WD4GTY 

Slutsky, Alan KA4FJV 

Strang, Sam KN4SPF 

Tolbert, Janna KJ4ESB 

Waters, Ron WA5ERS 

Waters, Rick WA4ERS-Past President 
Weaver, Jonathan N4JWW (speaker) 
Voight, Jason Troy (CS pending) 


Presentation 
Jonathan Weaver, N4JWW 


"Balloon Launch with APRS, FM Repeater, & On-Board Camera" 


Jonathan Weaver, N4JWW, presented a step-by-step program with many images and 
videos of a high altitude balloon launch he coordinated on September 29, 2018. 


He explained the process of FAA notification through the Flight Standards District 
Office. https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/?state=GA 
He explained the tool to predict the flight path and landing location of latex 
sounding balloons. Cambridge University Spaceflight Landing Predictor (github) 
http://predict.habhub.org/ 
Helium suppliers 
Flight calculation data. 
Payload weight: 1,570 grams, 
Radar Reflector: 225 grams, 
Parachute: 190 grams 
Total: 1,985 grams 
e Balloon lift (without nossle): 3,100 grams 
e Helium: 162 cubic feet of helium 
Burst Altitude: 35,329 m 
Time to Burst: 125 min (2 hours, 5 min) 
Descent Rate: 5.6 m/s 
Time to descent: 42 min 
Total Time: 167 min (2 hours, 47 min) 


The presentation included a description of preparation and the payload including two cameras and a 
beacon radio, an aborted first attempt, the successful flight from a park in Houston, Ga, tracking, and 
landing (in a tree) and the identification of a tree climber to retrieve the equipment. 


Additional photos and video footage can be viewed at this link: https://1drv.ms/u/s! 
ApQOB_obnaxEhil-9MBhACIHKrAB?e=ehGF9v 


A lively Q. and A. followed the presentation. 


Business Meeting 


Old Business 
e Minutes of the June 2, 2020 meeting were approved. 
e Treasurers Report: 
--Treasurer, Nola Geeter KG40VO 
Funds: $15, 697.40 which includes extant funds, auction proceeds and the $725.05 left from 
the donation for the repeater. 


Field Day was held June 27-28, 2020 at the Athens YMCA on Hawthorne Avenue. 


Need Report 


Rick Waters, WA4ERS posted an animation of Field Day photos on the ARC website. 


New Business 

e Repeater 
745 is sick. The issue is believed to be the duplexers. We are waiting to get the cans back from 
the individual that is tuning them. Once the cans are received, they will be installed ASAP. 


e ARES -no report 


VE Report- 
Reeves, James KF4AQ0O - VE Coordinator and Repeater Trustee 


I want to thank the VE's Ed N4ZRA, Jess N4JAH, Janna KJ4ESB, Bob KE4JLL, Tom 
K4THB, who supported the exam on August 4,2020. 

The weather was clear but hot. 

We had 5 pass Tech, 2 pass General, 2 pass Extra. Everyone who took an exam passed 
something. 

Athens Radio Club's youngest member, Max KO4EEX, who earned his Tech in license in 
June, earned his General license last night 


Public Service Report 
Bob Herrin, KE4JLL, 


“Coach Mike's Run Through the Woods 5K and Fun Run” (in memory of Coach Mike 
Castronis) was held Aug 1, 2020. ARC provides comms, keeps track of participants on 
the course and has supported the YMCA (Hawthorne Ave., Athens,GA) event for a 
number of years. Coordinated by Janna Tolbert, KJ4ESB; participants: Nola Geeter, KG40VO 


(net control); Jess Hickey, N4JAH; Gerald Hallman, KN4AAAJoe Lockman, KJ4HXA; James 
Reeves, KF4AQO; and Sam Strang, KN4SPF. 


New Business 


ARC has been offered a site on a public service tower w/i ACC on Vaughn Road. Efforts are 
underway to add a new 2m repeater to the site. Money made from the auction will be used for 
the new venture. Procurement of equipment will not begin until 745 is confirmed to be 100% 
operational 


New tower site off of Vaughn Rd.Link is here: https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/AsrSearch/ 
asrRegistration.jsp?regKey=2600324 


Here is a photo of the new tower: 


SILENT KEY-WA4AON 


OBITUARY 
George Allan Hardigree Sr., a native of Oconee county, was born on April 6, 1946 and passed away on 
June 7, 2020. 


Allan is preceded in death by his parents, Henry Lorenzo Hardigree and Dorothy Dell Hardigree; and 
brother, Henry David Hardigree. 


Survivors include his wife, Diane Gilbert Hardigree; daughter, Dorothy Hardigree; son, Al Hardigree Jr.; 
sister, June Hardigree (Dennis) McKenzie; stepson, Jimmy (Celina) Jones; grandson, Balin Jones. 


After graduating from Oconee County High School in 1964, he attended Southern Tech College and 
Athens Technical Institute and graduated with an Electrical Engineering Degree. After college, Allan 
accepted a job with RCA in Cape Canaveral, he then was transferred to Australia to work with NASA on 
the Apollo Mission, from there he was transferred to Alaska to a Satellites Tracking Site. He also worked 
for Russell Research, Reliance, Eaton Electronics and Denon Digital as Mastering Engineer. Allan 
started in electronics at a very young age and was repairing televisions and radios in Elementary 
School. He also designed a lamp and assembled the parts in front of 30 Georgia Power Employees at 
age eleven. Allan was also an amateur radio operator for over 55 years. 


He was a member of Grace Fellowship Church and very involved in the activities of the church, 
connection groups and small groups. His hobbies included riding motorcycles, traveling with his wife, 
talking on his amateur radio, working on antique radio’s, flying model airplanes and running his Central 
of Georgia model train. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:41 PM 


Future dates: 
September 1, 2020: 7:30p Athens Radio Club Meeting - Topic: "Literature Review of Radio-Related Books" 


October 6, 2020: 6:30p FCC Exam Session, 7:30p Athens Radio Club Meeting - Topic: "NanoVNA" 


Submitted Kathleen McCook KN4IJM, Secretary 


